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ABSTRACT
Introduction
With the expansion of rural migration and the decline of population in rural
areas, the importance of sustainable employment has become more apparent
than ever. The realization of this type of employment requires the
development of entrepreneurial activities that enjoy economic, social, and
environmental sustainability. Rural entrepreneurship, as a driving force of
sustainable development, faces challenges such as lack of financial
resources, technical knowledge, and institutional support, but it can pave the
way for growth by utilizing social innovation and local capacities. Soltanieh
County, with its agricultural resources, pastures, and tourist attractions, has a
high capacity for the formation of a diverse rural economic model based on
entrepreneurship. In recent years, measures such as the development of
greenhouses, beekeeping, and modern irrigation have paved the way for a
move toward knowledge-based agriculture. Combining agricultural and
tourism capacities can lead to population retention and the strengthening of
sustainable employment. Therefore, in this research, we seek to answer the
following two questions:

1. What is the status of the villages under study in terms of capacities

and opportunities for developing rural entrepreneurship?
2. What are the challenges and obstacles facing rural entrepreneurship
in Soltanieh County and how is their current status assessed?

Materials and Methods
This study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature,
and the data were collected by survey method. The data collection tool is a
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researcher-made questionnaire with two sections of personal information and
main research indicators, which was designed based on a five-point Likert
scale. The statistical population included rural households in Soltanieh
County, and based on Cochran’s formula, 464 questionnaires were
distributed among rural households. Sampling of villages was done by
spatial classification method and distribution of questionnaires was done by
guota method. Data were analyzed using SPSS statistical tests and the ARAS
multi-criteria decision-making model.

Results and Discussion

The results of the one-sample t-test showed that only the environmental
index with a mean of 3.24 is in a favorable condition, while economic
opportunities (2.88) and support systems (2.85) are below the optimal level.
Based on the Friedman test, out of 65 components, 11 components such as
water resources, natural landscape, location, diversity of agricultural
products, tourism potential, and local institutional support obtained the
highest ranks. The most important challenges to entrepreneurship
development include institutional weakness, infrastructure and technology
limitations, organizational incoherence, and financial problems. Socio-
cultural factors such as negative attitudes toward entrepreneurship and
shortage of skilled labor are also among the existing obstacles. Based on the
ARAS analysis, 37.5 percent of the villages are in a favorable condition, 25
percent are at an average level, and 37.5 percent are in an unfavorable
condition. The villages of Meshkabad, Buyin, and Veer have the best
condition, while the villages of Khorramdarq, Al-Makki, Chidreh, and
Tahmasbabad have the weakest conditions.

Conclusions

The present study shows that achieving sustainable employment in rural
areas of Soltanien County requires the simultaneous strengthening of
education, financial resources, infrastructure, and local institutions in order
to form a dynamic ecosystem for rural entrepreneurship. The results are
consistent with previous studies, but with a more comprehensive approach,
this study has examined agricultural, service, industrial, and tourism
capacities in an integrated manner. By showing heterogeneity among
villages, this research emphasizes the need for spatially targeted policies in
four main axes: education and empowerment, financial support,
infrastructure improvement, and promotion of local governance. Therefore,
rural entrepreneurship development can play a key role in transforming local
capacities into sustainable employment opportunities in Soltanieh County.

Keywords: Rural entrepreneurship, challenges and opportunities, rural
development, Soltaniyeh County
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