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Abstract

Introduction

Recognizing and explaining the levels of development in rural areas, and
understanding the extent of their deprivation and progress through
quantitative and statistical methods, is crucial for rural development
planning. Examining various social and economic indicators to determine
the condition of villages can be effective in formulating development
strategies.

Shahrbabak County in Kerman province is known for its abundance of
mines, yet lacks adequate facilities and services, and even the few facilities
are not evenly distributed especially in its central villages. This uneven
distribution has led to high rates of emigration in some villages and high
rates of immigration in others. The purpose of this research is to evaluate
and rank the development level of the rural areas of Shahrbabak County in
Kerman province, in order to identify problems and limitations and
implement necessary solutions. The main question this study seeks to answer
is: What is the level of development in the rural areas of Shahrbabak in
terms of physical, ecological-environmental, cultural-social, spatial,
economic, and administrative aspects?

Materials and Methods

This research is applied in purpose and utilizes a descriptive-analytical
method. Data collection methods include library research and fieldwork. The
statistical population consists of six districts in the central part of
Shahrbabak with a total population of 10,3975 people, and a sample size of
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382 people was determined using the Cochran formula. Simple random
sampling was employed, and data was collected through questionnaires.
Data analysis involved prioritizing six main criteria (physical, ecological-
environmental, cultural-social, spatial, economic, and administrative) and 47
sub-criteria, using the Analytical Network Process (ANP) technique to
assess the interdependence of development elements, and the Technique for
Order Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) method to rank
villages based on development.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that villages like Istabarq, Maymand, and
Baghaleh fall into the deprived and unstable category, while Khorsand and
Khatun Abad are classified as rich and stable. Madowarat village is
positioned between privileged and stable. The overall conditions in the rural
areas of the central part of Shahrbabak are unfavorable due to the lack of
proper distribution of facilities and services, leading to developmental
challenges. The disparities among rural districts stem from a lack of a
comprehensive rural development approach, resulting in unbalanced
development. To achieve comprehensive and balanced development, there is
a need for accurate knowledge and optimal planning at both national and
regional levels to bridge the gaps between privileged and underprivileged
areas.

Conclusions

Based on the findings highlighting development inequality in the studied
villages, it is recommended to tailor development plans in the central sector
to the specific needs and resources of the area. Conducting detailed studies
in social, economic, physical, administrative, spatial, and ecological areas
can help identify potential opportunities in agriculture, animal husbandry,
and their integration with other sectors to enhance rural development in the
central sector.
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